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SUB J : NORTH KOREAN REMARKS ON TERMINATING UNGA DISCUSSION OF 
KOREAN QUESTION 

REF: SEOUL 8533 

1. ON OCTOBER 21, NEAR THE START OF HIS SPEECH IN 
COMMITTEE ONE, LI JONG MOK, NORTH KOREA'S VICE MINISTER 
FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS INCLUDED THE FOLLOWING PARAGRAPH: 

"WE HOPE THAT THE SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY THIS YEAR WILL BE A HISTORIC ONE WHICH WILL CON- 
TRIBUTE NOT ONLY TO WITHDRAWAL OF THE UNITED STATES TROOPS 
OCCUPYING SOUTH KOREA AND PUTTING AN END TO THE DIVISION 
OF KOREA BUT ALSO TO TERMINATING THE DISCUSSION OF THE 
QUESTION OF KOREA IN THE UNITED NATIONS, WHICH HAS BEEN 
DRAGGED ON FOR A QUARTER OF A CENTURY." 

2. COMMENT: ACCORDING TO REPUBLIC OF KOREA U.N. OBSERVER 
OFFICE REPRESENTATIVES, NORTH KOREA HAS SPENT UPWARDS OF 
$30 MILLION ON ITS WORLDWIDE 1975 KOREAN ITEM CAMPAIGN. 

THIS HEAVY EXPENDITURE, EVEN IF EXAGGERATED SOMEWHAT, 

MIGHT IN ITSELF BE A DAMPER ON NORTH KOREAN EAGERNESS FOR 
RENEWALS OF THE KOREAN DEBATE. HOWEVER, THE NORTH KOREANS 
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GOOD MANY DELEGATIONS WITH WHAT HAS BEEN AN ALMOST ANNUAL 
RENEWAL OF THE CONFRONTATIONAL KOREAN DEBATE. FURTHER- 
MORE, WE UNDERSTAND THAT SOME DELEGATIONS ARE LESS THAN 
ENTHUSIASTIC OVER THE AGGRESSIVE ADVANCES OF NORTH KOREA'S 
LOBBYISTS AND THE RIGIDITY OF NORTH KOREA’S POSITION. (ALAS, IT 
SEEMS TO PAY OFF IN VOTES FROM THE TIMID, FAINT-HEARTED AND 
CONFUSED.) THUS, MOK'S EXPRESSION OF HOPE REGARDING 
TERMINATION OF DISCUSSIONS OF THE QUESTION OF KOREA IN THE UNITED 
NATIONS MAY HAVE BEEN INTENDED TO RESPOND TO SUCH CONSIDERATIONS. 
UNHOPEFULLY, THOUGH, THE SUBSTANCE OF MOK'S SPEECH 
REEMPHASIZED NORTH KOREA’S INTRASIGENT POSTURE. IT RE- 
JECTED REPUBLIC OF KOREA PARTICIPATION IN PEACE TALKS. 

AND IT INSISTED: "THE DISSOLUTION OF THE UN. COMMAND MUST 
BE SETTLED TOGETHER WITH THE WITHDRAWAL OF UNITED STATES 
TROOPS FROM SOUTH KOREA. AND THE TWO MUST NOT BE SEPARATED." 
MOYNIHAN 
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